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The dkBMS – better late than never…!
…but in 2023 the dkbms finally became a reality thanks to a 5-
year grant (2023-2027) from two private danish nature funds.
The grant is worth 4,5 mio dkk (approx. 600.000 euros), and 
allows us to:
• Engage and support our volunteers
• Run annual workshops on e.g. species identification, methods
• Hold an annual meeting for all volunteers
• Attend meeting, conferences
• Run analyses, publish an annual report
• Disseminate to the general public about butterflies
• To some degree: engage with policy-makers
• To some degree: gather knowledge about butterfly 

management

We are embarrassingly late to the party…



The dkbms is an untraditional alliance between:

PROF. TOKE T. HØYE HEIDI BUUR
HOLBECK

ANNE ESKILDSEN ANDREAS BENNETSEN
BOE

oversee daily project management and 
coordination

Scientific lead
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Results so far…



Active transects

15-min counts

118
2.647

64 species registered

106.097 Individual 
butterflies counted

+150 Active volunteers
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Results so far (2023-2025)…



118 active Transects in 2025!



2023: 33,8

2024: 29,2

Butterflies counted 
per km transect

2025: 39,3



2025: 1.455 15-min counts



more and more municipalities, companies, nature funds and 
private landowners use the dkBMS to:

Follow overall trends for butterflies in public/private nature 
areas or nature reserves
Monitor rare or vulnerable species
Assess whether nature managent of a specific site is working 

for local biodiversity
Report company actions for sustainability (ESG)

Data is freely available via the national 
biodiversity database, arter.dk



Annual meeting for our volunteers, februar 2025



LAUS GRO-NIELSEN
Laus registered 30 species in his 

transect ‘Elkær Mose hede’!

Most species rich transect
RIKKE TRACHSEL

Rikke did 101 transect-visits in 
one season!

Most transect visits in total
JAN NIELSEN

Jan visited his transect 28 times 
in one season!

Most transect counts
KIRSTEN GRARUP

Kirsten did 237 15-min counts 
in one season!

most 15 MIN counts



Sharing transects or taking over abandoned transects





Our data from 2023 + 2024 has been published on gbif and in 
the national biodiversity database, arter.dk
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Next steps for the dkBMS

• Calculating actual trends…
• Making butterfly (and moth!) 

monitoring a permanent fixture in 
danish biodiversity montoring 

• Keeping our volunteers engaged…
• Expand our Moth monitoring 

programme, and seek separate 
funding for that…

• Secure permanent funding for the 
dkBMS after 2027…



Questions?
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